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Septembet 30,201.4

The Honotable -Anthony Foxx
Sectetary
U.S. Department of Transpottation
1200 NewJetsey Âvenue, S.E.
'VØashington, D.C. 20590

Re: PHMS A-201,2-0052 (HM-251): Hazardous Materiais: Enhanced Tank Cat Standatds and

Opetational Controls fot High-Hazarà Flammable Trains

Deat Secretary Foxx:

\X/e wtite to urge the Depattment of Ttansportation (DOÐ to Ftnahze its rafüoad

tankcat safety rule as soon as possible to help ensute the safe ttansport of ctude-by-rail

through communities across Notth Dakota and out country. We also uge that the DOT
works to mitigate accidents, ensures frst tespondets ate adequately prepated, and that thete

is certainty in the market fot shippets and cattiers.

The recent derailments, including in Casselton, ND, highlighted the imponance of
crude-by-tail safety. We have pushed the Department to meet with all of the televant

stakeholdets to develop and Fnahze this new rule. It is vitally impottant that out

communities are safe and that we have a ptacttcal solution that will help prevent futute

accidents.

Out nation ís expetiencing an energy tenaissance in latge part because of what is

happening in North Dakota. We need to continue to deveiop out nation's infrâstructure to

rno". ouigoods throughout the countty. Afi modes of transportation wili be needed,

including rail, pipelines, barges and toads. Notth Dakota cutently ptoduces ovet one

million Èarrelyof oll a day and about sixty percent of that ctude moves by tail' \il/e need

more pipelines, but we also need safe and efficient tall capaciq.

It is important the new tule increases safety, is efficient and workable. In ordet to do

that, this regulãtion must take a reasoned, scientific apptoach to safety. 'S7e need to ensure

rail service ii efficient and that industry has the capacity to implement the regulations in a

w^y thert allows for the continued safe movement of goods-whethet it be buiiding new tank

cârs or rettofitting existing cats.

While we defer to the Department and experts on the specifics fot new standards, it
is essential that they ensure the maximum amount of safety without imposing requirements

which may cause delay in implementation without increasing safety'



We will continue to work to make srre our nation's tail service is as safe and efficient

as possible, and we urge you to do your part by finalizing the taiJtoad tank cat rules that

meets our nation's needs.

John Hoeven
United States Senate United States Senate


